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GAMBLING 

Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [6.37 pm]: Yesterday was Melbourne Cup day. 

Hon Charles Smith: Did you win? 

Hon PIERRE YANG: No, I did not, but I have before many, many years ago. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Did you at least have a bet, because that is a prerequisite? 

Hon PIERRE YANG: I was going to touch on that, honourable member. I will continue and I will not take any 
more interjections in the time I have. I understand that quite a few members are keen to give their members’ 
statements, Hon Nick Goiran. 

The Melbourne Cup captures the minds and hearts of our nation. I was just about to say that it is almost 
un-Australian for people not to celebrate Melbourne Cup day. So I celebrated it and I enjoyed watching the show 
when I was on the treadmill yesterday. Although it is harmless that we bet on the Melbourne Cup, I think it is 
important that we note that excessive gambling is causing a lot of social harm and it destroys lives and families. 
I will touch on the issue of poker machines in Australia and in Western Australia. Gambling is a $23 billion a year 
business in this country. 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

Hon PIERRE YANG: No interjections, sorry. 

Poker machines take half of that annual spending. We are unique and I think truly lucky—a lucky state in the lucky 
country—in that, compared with other states, where casinos, clubs and hotels all have poker machines, we do not. 
We have poker machines only in the casino. 

I have some numbers I would like to share with honourable members. In New South Wales, there are 100 500 poker 
machines; Queensland, 47 811; Victoria, 30 000; South Australia, 13 113; ACT, 5 200; Tasmania, 3 680; 
Northern Territory, 2 185; and WA, 1 750. I am proud of the fact that we have the least number of poker machines, 
and we also have the harshest and most strict legislative framework for gambling via poker machines. 

I refer to an article that appeared on 28 June 2016 in news.com.au, which reported that former Premier Colin Barnett 
had confirmed that WA would not allow poker machines to be operated outside the casino. Minister Papalia was 
reported in The West Australian of 6 June 2017 as saying that the state government would not drop the regulation to 
allow poker machines to be operated outside the casino. A total of 8 832 Western Australians were surveyed last 
year, with the result that more than 70 per cent of Western Australians are happy with the regulation we have to 
not allow pubs, clubs and hotels to have poker machines. That survey was reported on 4 November. 

I am grateful for the longstanding bipartisan support for the strong restriction in legislation on gambling and poker 
machines in this state. At this time, a lot of people in the eastern states may not like us because of the GST issue; 
however, I think we have their respect when it comes to gambling and poker machine regulation. It is a good thing 
that we are the envy of the country for making sure that families and children are not suffering because of an excessive 
number of easily accessible poker machines infesting our streets. It is a good thing that we have strong control. 

However, we should never lower our guard. In the same article in which Minister Papalia said that the state 
government would not drop the regulation and restriction, it was reported that he—and the former government, in 
the other article I mentioned—had been lobbied to ease the regulation. Furthermore, taxation revenue may be 
tempting, but the social harm and financial damage to this state would far outweigh the financial benefit that it 
might—might—provide any state government. 

I just want to raise this important issue and I thank members for their indulgence. 
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